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"Youth comes

but

lifetime."

Longfellow

EDITORIAL
Today's Youth

no sign of rebellion. Thinking through, rejecting or solidifying concepts and understandings is here to stay. Part of
today's crisis with youth stems from the church's hesitancy
for dialogue.

AM INTERESTED in YFC President Sam Wolgemuth's
I article
in January's Campus Life, "The Why Generation,"

a description of a presentation at the World Congress on
-Evangelism. Evidently what the Congress saw and heard
administered something of a shock treatment.

Questions presented by youth in our evangelical circles,
in the main do not "pertain to fundamental doctrines of the
Word. Most affected are the structures of thought, erected
around individual opinions, and Biblical deductions and
conclusions. Dialogue concerning such opinions and conclusions does not mean automatic elimination. It can mean
added strength. Truth has never been fragile. Perceptibly
handled, its strength increases.

Youth are a powerful lot. They have barber shops in
trouble. Long spans between hair cuts and very hard to
please, result in fewer customers and shopping around.

Calendar-wise we have come to Youth Week, January
29-February 5. The theme for the week, "Trained To Serve"
chosen by our Youth Commission is significant.

The car pitch is toward young people. Youth speak
not only for themselves, their voice is very important in
purchasing the family car.

With the goal "Trained To Serve" goes the sequel,
"Service with Meaning." Summer of 1966 saw a new move
in the Brethren in Christ Church, teen teams at work under
special assignment. Summer Bible Schools, building
projects, and camp service, spread our youth over wide
geographical areas.

Does this say, youth are setting the stage in today's
world? Has parental administration gone by the board?
Who says when they shall be in at night? Who knows
where they are in the wee hours of the morning? To what
degree are moral standards of uprightness and sex purity
tabu?
One wonders the percentage of steady, sincere, hard
working youth in contrast to the noisy, flamboyant, reckless head-liners. This column believes the steady far out
number the frivolous. There are still a host who respect
moral values and for whom personal integrity is a mark
of self-pride.
There is this concern. Minority groups have a potential
well nigh shocking in its proportion. The Twentieth
Century has reeled under the impact of minorities. Nazism,
fascism and communism are examples of powerful minorities
at certain points in their history.
Hoodlums and beatniks represent a minority, powerful
we admit. But, there is another minority group. They are
the Christians; sincere, logical and objective in their outlook. They are the church's primary human asset. A
church is poverty stricken and dying without them. Within
the youth group.lies the potential for a dynamic dedicated
Spirit filled church as we move to the last one third of
the Twentieth Century.
The church must meet the "Why Generation," not
ignore or suppress them. Just because youth ask "why" is
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Probably youth's worst malady of the day is boredom.
Our affluent way of life has lost its sense of wonder. Youth
take things for granted. Lavish living, splashy powerful
cars, nightly parties; what is there to look forward to!
These are difficult days to establish and maintain worthwhile meaningful perspectives.
Youth—commit your life to Christ. Be a Christian. Not
just average, but a devoted follower of Christ with a growing sense of service for Christ and a world that badly
needs help.
J.N.H.

If you're worried about being a square, or if you
think you have to drink and smoke to be popular, then
you're already in trouble. You haven't used your principles
often enough to develop their muscles. "No" isn't hard to
say when you know why you're saying it. If you intend
to take good care of the life God gave you, you can even
afford to smile when you say "no." Don't be sheepish
about taking a stand on your faith. You may offend the
crowd, that's true, but would you rather offend God?
Vonda Kay Van Dyke THAT GIRL IN
YOUR MIRROR (Revell)
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When the church is dogmatic in its teachings and . . . far
removed from individual life needs, the young person begins
to icithdraw religiously. . . .

Adolescents and
Religious Doubts
Ray F. Koonce
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City,

Tennessee

irreligious? This question has been
batted around for a long time. No flat answer can
A
be given since young people differ as widely in their
RE YOUNG PEOPLE

religious viewpoints as they do in many of their other
ideas. A group of two hundred college students, randomly
selected, were asked recently, "What do you consider the
most important influence in your life at present?" The
overwhelming majority of them responded by saying in
one way or another that their belief in God was of paramount importance in their lives. Students in college not
only feel that they need God, but they attend church
more, pray more, and have a more favorable attitude
toward religious matters than is generally believed.
Although youth is often quite religious during the early
teen years, sometimes referred to as the period of religious
awakening, and although many young people in the latter
teenage years are not irreligious, often the young person
does go through a period of religious doubt as he advances
toward adulthood. One of the most frequent problems with
which older adolescents confront their counselors lies in
this area of religious doubt.
As the adolescent grows older, as his knowledge increases, as his experience broadens, and as his mental
powers mature, he begins to question more carefully and
to examine more closely his beliefs. Information which the
young person gains in science and in other courses in
school, from friends of different religious beliefs, and from
other sources seems to conflict with his religious beliefs,
which he has now begun to analyze more critically. Although the adolescent's intelligence and knowledge are
related to some extent to the intensity of his religious
doubts, the kind of previous religious teaching he has had
will also affect the extent of his doubting. Childhood religious teaching that has been formal, doctrinal, and dogmatic will frequently cause disturbance during the adolescent years. When family religious attitudes, conversations,
and interests concerning religious matters have been natural, normal, and pervasive in family affairs, children
grow up with a natural faith and feeling that God is an
January 30, 1967

indispensable necessity in daily living. Returning thanks at
meals, Sunday talk at the dinner table about truths gleaned
from the Sunday school lesson and the sermon of the
morning, applying God's word in finding the solution
to family problems, making time for meaningful family
devotions, at times talking about evidences of how God's
presence and power have helped in coping with family
emergencies, pointing out the beauty of God's handiwork
in nature on every hand—these kinds of activities suggest
what we mean by religious teaching in the home that is
natural and free from dogmatism and formality.
Today's typical American youth is encouraged to think
and make decisions for himself. As he grows older and
engages further in independent thinking, he is likely to discover that many of his earlier teachings which he had
accepted uncritically are not in accord with facts which
he has discovered. The result may be that his religious
faith, firmly entrenched up to this time, receives a serious
blow. Those adolescents who came from authoritarian
homes are discouraged from thinking independently, while
those who are from more democratic homes are encouraged
to engage in thinking on their own.
The attitude and teaching of the church can be a
potent causative factor in generating doubts in the mind
of the older teenager. When the church is dogmatic in
its teachings and when its teachings are far removed from
individual life needs, the young person begins to withdraw
religiously. When the church engages in the practice of
condemning those who do not participate or who disagree
with some of its teachings, the adolescent suspects bigotry,
insincerity, and dogmatism—and he resents it. This feeling
is intensified when the members of the church harbor
unchristian attitudes which have generated disharmony in
the church. "That's a hypocritical crowd; they don't practice what they preach," is the response given by many
young people.
Religious doubt is not at all universal among adolescents; but when it comes, it varies markedly in intensity
and duration. It seems to be more prevalent among those
living in larger cities. Perhaps this can be attributed to the
fact that the urban environment affords more stimuli for
doubts: more advanced education, contact with more people of diverse religious backgrounds and beliefs, more
lectures and discussion groups where ideas are exchanged,
and other such media through which one is introduced
to new ideas.
THERE ARE S O M E THINGS THEY SHOULDN'T BE TOLD

It is important for the continuing vigor of their religious
faith during the testing time of their later adolescent years
that children not be given the erroneous idea that if we
love God enough, everything in life will work out the
way we want it to. This kind of teaching later creates
doubts when the adolescent's added experience teaches
him that this simply is not true. It is better to let the
child know during his earliest religious training that God
permits both wanted and unwanted experiences to enter
our lives and that His presence with us enables us to savor
fully the pleasant experiences and to accept the unpleasant
happenings more courageously.
"You'd better be good because God is watching you
all of the time" is an approach which no thoughtful parent
would take in teaching the child of God's omnipresence.
With this concept of God as a snooper, as the child grows
older, he is often glad to get this kind of spying, interfering God out of his life.
(3)

It is wise, too, to teach the child early that God does
not answer all of our prayers just the way we want Him
to. His answers are always sure to come, because He always
hears us when we pray sincerely, but the answer is sometimes "yes," sometimes "no," and sometimes "wait a while."
Since God knows our needs much better than we do, His
answer is always the one that is best. Such an approach
spares the child disillusionment when he reaches adolescent
years.
DEALING W I T H DOUBT

"You don't expect me to believe all that stuff about
Noah and the ark and Daniel in the lion's den any more,
do you?"
"The coming of Jesus and the resurrection sound like
fairy tales to me; I find it hard to believe."
"I have come to wonder if death isn't the end of everything. Do you really believe that you go to heaven or hell
when you die?"
"I believe that prayer is more psychological than real.
Do you have any evidence that God really hears us when
we pray?"
These are among the many questions that sincerely
doubting adolescents ask. When the questions come, the
young person is often beset by emotional tension. How
much of this accompanies doubting depends upon the
type of adolescent involved and his religious background.
Such doubting is often attended by feelings of guilt, depression, self accusation, by constant introspection and
self examination, even by frequent crying as he worries
excessively about his religious confusion.
What is to be the attitude of the adult toward the
young person filled with spiritual uncertainty? Certainly
to scold him for his departure from the faith, to express
disappointment or shock at his unconventional religious
ideas, is not helpful. Such an approach serves only to accentuate the teenager's feelings oi guilt and self condemnation. Such an approach simply drives underground the
doubts, making it impossible for the young person to
examine and carefully think through what he really does
believe.
The adolescent ought to be encouraged to talk freely
about his spiritual problem and to seek help from adults
who are interested in helping and who have a foundation
of personal religious experience and knowledge that will
qualify them for being of assistance. It is good if such
a young person can be reminded that religious doubts are
nothing to be ashamed of but, on the other hand, are an
indication that one is maturing and beginning to search
for a personal, first-hand faith. He might be reminded
that doubt is often the growing edge of faith. It might
be pointed out that just as one outgrows his garments
that he wore when he was an infant, he sometimes outgrows his spiritual garments of earlier years and finds it
necessary to search for religious concepts more in keeping
with his increased understandings and insights. Such discussions with the young person go a long way in freeing
him from his anxieties so that he can approach his problem
more rationally; they help him to understand that doubting is not unique but that it happens to many people in
the process of growing up.
To the youngster battling with religious doubt it might
well be pointed out that what we do know from the Bible
about Christ's coming into the world to save all men, what
we do know about His life while He was on the earth,
what we do know about His death and resurrection gives
us enough factual knowledge to enable us to accept by

(4)

faith all of the things which we cannot fathom with our
finite minds; thus we can leave the unknowable matters
in the hands of a just and all-knowing God.
It is good if doubting young people can be led to see
the difference that Christianity has made in the lives of
individuals who have committed themselves to it as a way
of life and applied its principles in their daily living. It is
also reassuring to them to consider the difference that
Christianity has made in formerly pagan societies when
Christianity has been introduced and accepted. If the proof
of the pudding is in the taste, the difference which Christianity has made in the "taste" in these instances ought
to be rather convincing.

A recent survey by . . . , reveals that the
number 1 reason why young people quit
going to church is "not enough activities."
Eighty percent of the 606 evangelical
churches contacted reported dropouts
among their young people. The number 2
reason why they quit was "too many
phonies." Number 3 was "it's boring."
BETTER DAYS USUALLY C O M E

As adolescence ends, the intense religious doubt that
has bludgeoned some young people usually gradually subsides, especially if the young person has been helped to
think through his religious beliefs to the extent that he has
been able to work out adjustments of his earlier childhood
concepts so that they fit into his more advanced understanding. For most adolescents, the period of doubt does
lead to a revision of some of his religious beliefs. The
change is often in the direction of a more carefully thought
out and a more tenable faith.
One college senior who was majoring in science had
gone through the awful throes of guilt-producing doubt
religiously for a year and a half. He had talked frequently
and at length with his college counselor until he had
worked out a faith consistent with Biblical teachings, scientific discovery, and his own Christian experience. One
day toward the end of his senior year he stopped by the
counselor's office for a chat. His radiant smile told his
story even before he put it into words. "At last I have
peace within. How foolish I have been to think at times
in recent months that the universe has come into being by
chance and that God, if He exists at all, is far removed
from and indifferent toward us human beings! How foolish
of me to think that all this rare fabric of heaven and earth
could come by chance when all the skill of science is not
able to create a single leaf on a tree! I have, during the
struggle through which I have come, worked out satisfactory adjustments in my religious thinking in some instances. More importantly, I have learned to accept in
faith what I cannot understand, knowing that an omniscient
God's understanding and knowledge begin where mine
end. My faith in such a God is more deeply rooted than
ever."
During the religious muddle into which some adolescents fall, parents do not have nearly as much to fear concerning the outcome when they work hard at understanding the problem and at helping in whatever ways are
possible. They have less to fear, too, if the childhood religious instruction has been sincere, genuine, natural, and
devoid of hypocrisy.
Genuine faith in God and in His love expressed to us
through Christ can be the greatest source of motivation
in an individual's life. Such faith, however, is never secondEvangelical Visitor

hand but is one which the owner has worked out in the
inner recesses of his own soul as the Holy Spirit enlightens
him and enables him to adapt the teachings of the Bible
to his own life. This is exactly what is occurring during
the period of doubt which some adolescents experience.
The parental attitude toward and relationship with God
is a pivotal factor in what the adolescent's attitude toward
Him will eventually become. When parents understand
that Christianity is not primarily a philosophy, an ethic,
a system of doctrine, but a Person; when they know in the
depths of their hearts that being a Christian is to belong
to Christ, to love Christ, to live in fellowship with Christ,
and to obey Christ, then these same attitudes are likely
to become perpetuated in the lives of their sons and
daughters.
Let's Prepare Youth for

Marriage
Verna Joiner
of today is in desperate need of ideals
Tliving,
relative to marriage. We have stressed ability to earn a
the choice of a vocation, hobbies, and a religious
HE ADOLESCENT

faith; but what emphasis do we place on marriage as a
goal of fulfillment for the strongest drives of the young
adult?
The pattern of moral freedom that characterizes this
age has backfired, and youth today have a hunger for the
old moral values. Let us teach them that moral integrity is
essential to a secure future; that a happy marriage is worth
waiting for. Let us teach them the Christian way of meeting problems that arise in dating and courtship. Many
young people have been led to regard the sexual urge
as something that may be satisfied apart from marriage;
and in following this advice they have encountered remorse
and loss of self-respect.
Let us teach young people that the best things in life
are worth waiting for. The aim may be a college degree,
an established business, a debt-free home, a career in
medicine, music, or science, or a happy marriage, but the
reward is sweeter because of the waiting and working,
the deprivations and self-denials along the way.
Success in married life depends upon the choice of a
marriage partner and the type of home and family the
two create, more than upon materialistic acquisitions and
high honors. What are the chances that your boy and girl
will make a good marriage?
Your children will most likely choose a husband or
wife from among associates at school or church or work.
Some parents feel they cannot afford to send their children
to youth camps and conventions or a Christian college
where they will have an opportunity to meet fine young
people. If the parents are living in a poor location, they
feel they cannot afford to pull up roots and move to a
more desirable locality. But can they afford to rear their
children in a climate of poor moral, spiritual, and cultural
values?
Although we have long ago discarded the old-country
custom of parents arranging marriages for their children,
they still determine to a great degree the limits of matrimonial selection which their children face.
I remember a father whom we will call Tom Jones. He
was afraid to let his children out of, sight for fear they
might get involved in an accident or take sick. Even
when the children were in their late teens, he would not
let them accompany the pastor to a youth rally in an adJanuary 30, 1967

joining state. The children finally gave up asking to go
anywhere or do anything outside the limits of their home
town. They lost interest in the Youth Fellowship, made
friends elsewhere, married non-Christians, and gave up
the church entirely.
Parents need to guard against stressing overmuch 'the
trials and hardships of family life. Some mothers warn their
girls against getting married and bearing children. Some
sons and daughters get the general idea, from the atmosphere of their own home, that marriage is an unhappy
affair. Of course marriage is not all flowers and sunshine,
but children have a right to the anticipation and promise
of life's best fulfillment in a Christian home.
On the other hand, some parents make the mistake
of shelving responsibility and rushing their children into
marriage before the children are ready for it. The result is
frequently broken lives and homes. Over-romantic mothers
are sometimes more to blame than their daughters for
promiscuity casualties. An unguided girl or boy who becomes involved in such a casualty may suffer a crushing
blow.
Parents need not hesitate to hold up the old standard of
moral goodness to their children. With these ideals firmly
imbedded in their character, the children are ready to face
the moral confusion of the age. Without ideals and goals,
they are headed straight for misery.
The standard set by society since World War II has led
youth to believe that immorality is no longer very sinful. A
distinguished writer on human affairs says, "New standards
of sex freedom have been tried, bringing new highs in
illegitimacy, a crushing burden of divorce, and a greater
psychiatric case load than ever."
But there is hopeful evidence that young people are
seeking guideposts out of this moral confusion. Let's give
them a Christian set of values that will add moral strength
and spiritual glow to their young manhood and womanhood. Let's help them discover the joy of expectancy in
waiting and planning for marriage through years of dating
and courtship. Let's challenge them to prepare for a happy,
enduring marriage.
As ministers, teachers, and parents, we need to place
more emphasis on the positive side of marriage. It is interesting to note that in a recent issue of the Ladies' Home
Journal, the editors sent out a plea for letters from readers
on the subject, "Why I Love My Husband." The editors
said they were sick and tired of the flood of material on
divorce and broken homes that they were receiving.
Could we as parents not put in a "stitch in time" and
forearm young people headed for the altar? Can't we do
and say more to prevent the tragedy of divorce? Parents
need to give children not only knowledge of right and
wrong, but to find a way to turn the emotional drives of
youth in the right direction.
We need more high school and college courses on
marriage. We need more ministers and other leaders who
will prepare themselves for adequate youth counseling. We
need more parents who will make their home a Christian
laboratory for future homemakers. Let us give acclaim to
the worthy young men and women among us instead of
constantly maligning delinquents. Let us magnify the
virtues we wish to promote instead of the evils we deplore.
Let us point out how to prevent marital tragedies rather
than spend all our time talking about the sin of divorce
and adultery.
Social studies show that the primary aims of a young
adult are to make a healthy, happy marriage, to rear a
family, and to earn a good living. It is our privilege as
parents and youth leaders to direct these aims.
The Free Methodist
(5)
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Scattered Abroad
They Remembered
Roy H. Mann

Asked while in the States whether I
felt the Brethren in Christ Church
would continue in Africa if the missionaries had to leave, my answer was
in the affirmative. We have confidence
in the Church in Africa.
Revs. S. Mudenda and D. Mushala
and I had a heartwarming experience
last weekend. It would have done you
good to be with us.
The Rhodesian government moved
quite a number of the Africans from
congested areas into new localities during the 1950's. Many
of our Brethren in Christ outstations were affected. One
particular group from the South first came to Zambia and
settled near Broken Hill. The Chief, however, made it
very difficult for them and so they moved to the Mumbwa
District—about 150 miles north of Macha.
They encountered many difficulties and problems, living among people of a different tribe, language, and customs. Finding a church home was a great test to them.
Various other groups insisted they unite with them, but
our people were not satisfied with their doctrine. They
wanted to remain Brethren in Christ adherents!
About four years ago this group wrote Bishop Musser
asking for help. Contacts were made with the Societies
of the area and an understanding was agreed upon. A
year ago Bishop Musser and the Overseers visited them,
taking them some Bibles and song books. They were told
to build a church building, hold church services regularly,
teach Classmembers, and give offerings.
But they were faced with another problem: there were
no men church members amongst the group. And so they
chose two Classmembers as their preacher and assistant.
Neither one of these men had been married by Christian
rites but both loved the Lord.
When we arrived at Mabele, the new church, after a
long, hot ride of 157 miles, we were cordially welcomed
with Ntebele hospitality. As to food we were served to
good cooked African chicken, mealie meal porridge, tea
and bread twice a day. We found a suitable church building, an energetic group of worshippers, and money in the
offering bag. What more was needed?
Much of our time was spent in services and in fellowship With the people. On Saturday there were nine baptized, three returned to the church, and two were received
into church fellowship from other Societies — one nonPrptestant. Arrangements were made for three weddings,
two of which were for church leaders. Early Sunday
morning 23 took communion; 53, mostly adults, met with
us in the midday service.

(6)

A rural congregation in the Gwaai standing in front of church
building project. In the center back is the Rev. Bafanya Mlilo,
now on year's leave for study at Grantham.

Our hearts were strangely stirred by this experience.
Truly, God is faithful in speaking to souls; He leads
those who fully trust Him. Pray for this group of believers
at Mabele who, just as in the time of the Apostles, when
they were scattered abroad, preached the Gospel and
churches were established.
•

Sowing the Seed
on "Hospital Soil"
Along with the increase in medical
work, there comes increased desire and
need for regular witnessing a n d seedsowing.
At Sikalongo Mission Arthur Kutshwayo, who has been
v i t a l l y connected
with Sikalongo Mission since the early
thirties, now retired
Arthur Kutshwayo, Sikalongo's
Unforgettable
Man, searching the Word
during a Pastor's Course
at Choma.
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from teaching, serves as Hospital Pastor. He has services
everyday with the people and also does personal work
with them. "He is doing a good job," writes one of the
missionaries, "but sees very little result from his labors."
The girls take turns leading the evening prayers. And
so the Seed is sown. Can we by prayer help to increase
the fruit thereof?
At Macha the spiritual ministry of the Hospital has
been extended by the addition to the Staff of Joshua
Mweetwa as Hospital Evangelist. He too works well with
the hospital patients and has done considerable visitation
in the villages in the afternoons. Notice the word extended;
let's remember that the whole program is a witness to the
love of God in Christ. What religion untouched by Christianity builds hospitals staffed for the purpose of giving
"TLC" (Tender Loving Care)?
Pray for these evangelists as you look at their pictures!
Fruit—On "Hospital Soil"
"I don't want to make him die twice."
The son of Naka Gininda, a devout woman preacher in
this area where Christian men are scarce, died here of a
brain tumor some weeks ago.

Dr. Kauffman examining patient.

this one. When I got there I found the young woman
ready to have her baby. It was rather a difficult delivery
—and on the floor of a primitive hut. By the time I had
finished I was tired and I decided to relax there a bit,
hoping that nothing pressing was awaiting at the hospital.
And so I had a good visit with the people before returning. I was encouraged when I asked a young woman
that I have known for some time how things were in her
heart and her very ready response was that she is still
following God. She went on to say how wonderful it is to
serve the Lord. The thing that impressed me was that
there was no hesitation or trying to hide her salvation
from the others who up to now have not been interested
in the things of the Lord. Pray for Balisi. The Lord can
use her among her people there as long as she remains
faithful.
Virginia Kauffman, M.D.

The Lord Has Provided
Joshua Mweetwa, Macha, counseling
with patients at the Hospital.

Enet's last two months were spent here at the hospital
and he was quite a care as time went on. Naka Gininda
was here caring for him all of that time; and even with
all of the sorrow and trials connected with it she was
very victorious. We feel that her attitude was a great
example to those who saw her. Her heathen husband was
here most of the time, too; and we had some good talks
with him. The Lord was speaking to him and his words
to me after the funeral were: "I know the way, and I
want to take it, but it is hard. Do not be tired praying for
me." Please help us to pray for Mzanywa. I found out
later that some people had tried to get him to take his
son to a witchdoctor for his illness. However, he refused,
saying that he himself is not a Christian but his son; is
and he does not want to make him die twice. He said
he knows that his son's body is going to die but he does
not want to make his soul die as well.
Along with everything else, especially the measles and
complications, the ambulance work has been heavy, too.
One day when I had spent most of my time on ambulance
work, taking care of patients at the hospital between the
various trips, I had a final trip after dark to a Bushman
village. In this area one can get right to most of the villages
with the car. However, I had to walk some distance with
January. 3Q,. 1967

For those of you who carried a concern that the 1966
needs of Brethren in Christ MISSIONS should be met, for
you who prayed and strove and sacrificed, we have a word
of victory! As we faced the drastic need of funds to meet
our commitments, we experienced a new helplessness and
reliance upon the Lord. And He has marvelously worked.
It is impossible to give a full report here, but we want
you to know that the receipts went beyond the goal.
To God be the glory!
And wouldn't this be a good time—right here at the
start of the New Year—to seek to make our giving a little
more systematic, if less climactic? You know—the Scriptural'way-(T Cor. 16:2): Upon the first day . . . of the
week . . . as God hath prospered . . .

To Have Six-Month Furlough
Superintendent of Brethren in Christ Mission in India,
Rev. Harvey Sider, wife Erma, and daughter Cheryl are
expected to arrive at Los Angeles airport, February 11, on
a six months' furlough. They will be serving in a missionary
conference in the Upland Church and speaking in several
other churches in the area, leaving there February 20.
They will be making their home in Canada during furlough. Interim address: R. 2, Nanticoke, Ontario, Canada.
BCM Office
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"At the annual meeting of the group sponsoring the college
an increasingly common complaint was heard. . . ."

The Missed Mission (A Modern Parable)
Dr. Roger Sider
NCE, many years ago, in a wealthy western nation a
small company of Christians banded together because
O
of mutual beliefs in certain fundamental doctrines. The

group proved to be viable and indeed began to grow.
As the nation progressed, education began to assume
a very important role. Some of the leaders of the new
body became inspired with the concept of a Christian
training school. This institution, it was envisaged, would
form an invaluable new arm to educate future missionaries,
pastors and other workers in a Christian environment.
Although there was some initial opposition to the idea,
the recommendation for the training school was approved
and funds appropriated.
As time passed it became increasingly obvious that
not only missionaries and other Christian workers needed
higher education, but all believers with the will and ability
to learn. Therefore the concept of the school was broadened. It was now conceived as a liberal arts college,
offering degrees in several secular fields.
The unique Christian emphasis of the college, however,
was to be carefully preserved by daily chapel services,
frequent prayer meetings, opportunities for service, and
a dedicated faculty. To this end new professors, new
courses and new buildings were added.
Through hard work, dedication, and at times real
sacrifice the Christian college sponsored by the fellowship
became a popular and respected institution. Students applied in large numbers, not only from the homes of the
sponsoring group, but from many other Christian persuasions.
It was rewarding for everyone involved to follow the
steady flow of reports outlining the success of the graduates. A significant number became full-time workers in
various religious ministries. Others were singularly successful in professional and business pursuits.
Sample comments from students and staff elucidate
some of the reasons for their decision to study or teach
at the college.
A student: "I came to the Christian college because
I regard this as the best environment for me to grow in
academic and spiritual stature."
A junior staff member: "In graduate school I found it
spiritually depressing to have no Christian fellowship with
my colleagues. Every day was a spiritual battle, an attempt
to defend my faith against the superb arguments of my
associates. Whenever there was an opportunity my professors were quick to ridicule evangelical beliefs. Frankly,
I'm happy for the privilege of teaching in an institution
where Christian faith is fostered and respected."
A student: "To be honest, I was afraid to face the
agnosticism and pressures of a secular school."
A senior staff member: "I have found a tremendous reward in watching students I have taught make a contribution to the cause of Christ throughout the world. It has
given a deep sense of purpose to my life."
•A freshman co-ed: "This is where the boys are."
Meanwhile, at the large secular universities of the
country literally hundreds of thousands of students attendft
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ed. The vast majority of the future political, business and
professional leaders of the nation were there. To the reflective person it was frightening to speculate about the
profound influence this generation of students would have
upon society. Virtually no aspect of life would be untouched by their beliefs and decisions.
It was tragic, therefore, to observe what was happening at these institutions.
In Survey of Philosophy and Ethics 1A the teachings
of Jesus Christ were rarely mentioned, or, at best, given
brief treatment.
In Modern English 3B the professors sometimes openly
advocated the morals of contemporary novel characters.
In Psychology 4C brief attention was given to conversion and other religious experiences but it was concluded that they were merely psychological phenomena.
The tragedy of the situation did not lie in the fact that
these views were being presented, but rather that no
committed, thinking Christian was there to present his
beliefs. He was studying at the Christian college.
Perhaps the most profound tragedies at the large universities occurred at the personal level. During the spontaneous discussions among room mates and friends in the
residences the topics were often agonizingly personal. Many
of the students were in the process of formulating their
philosophies of life, their standards and their ethics.
At these discussions questions such as: "What is life
really about?", "How do I know what's right?", and "How
do I arrive at a true set of values?" were common. All the
currently popular answers were given but there was no
Christian answer. No one was there to candidly witness
to his personal faith and commitment to Jesus Christ. He
was studying at the Christian college.
Some of the students from overseas suffered from culture shock, others from deep loneliness and inability to
cope with their new environment. Others had less serious
personal problems. But none was offered genuine friendship and love by a concerned Christian classmate. He was
studying at the Christian college.
At the professional level the same tragedy was occurring. In spite of the appearance of utter self confidence
and authority which was almost part of the academic costume, many of the professors had deep personal problems.
A nagging dissatisfaction, unhappiness and boredom with
life was common. A few were seriously considering suicide.
Since professors are, above all, critical scholars and
respect few opinions as much as those of competent colleagues, they found it difficult to seek help from outside
sources. One of the few people who could effectively reach
these men would be a respected colleague with a personal
relationship to Jesus Christ. But no such men were available. They were teaching at the Christian college.
Many years went by. The graduates of the large secular
universities left school never having heard an intelligent
defense of Christianity. They assumed their places as leaders of the community and nation. Meanwhile, the Christian
college continued to graduate dedicated men and women.
(Continued on page twelve)
Evangelical
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Whether you need to construct new facilities,
enlarge or add a new unit . . .

Home

Don't Build

without careful, thoughtful,

planning!

Gerald L. Fargusson
construction of new building facilities it would seem
A
appropriate to send out a warning to others about to
FTER

remodel,

visiting many congregations that have completed

cannot plan the total program that the Lord has called
each church to initiate and develop.
Consideration would include not only auditorium requirements for effective worship but also the entire program of Christian education—departmentalized and graded

launch such an endeavor-don'* build! Don't build . . .
without prayerful, thoughtful planning.
How many people is your church prepared to minister
to ettectiveiy'f How many people are Wxtnin the reach of
your church? How much heart concern does your church
have for their souls? We cannot fulfill our mission unless
we are seriously working at the task of deepening, renewing, and strengthening tne spiritual lives of church members and at the same time moving out from a spiritually
strong base to reach a lost, indifferent world.
It is imperative that we start with strong churches
at home. It is impossible to have a strong church at home
unless we have adequate buildings and facilities. Keep in
mind your church will never grow to need the facilities
it fails to provide.
The Problem
Too often churches have seen the need for more space
and have proceeded to build, without adequate planning.
The exact opposite course must necessarily be pursued today. It is poor stewardship of God's money to build a
building and then discover when it is put into use that
it does not lend itself to an effective program. More space
does not necessarily solve the space problem. Planned
space is essential and good stewardship.
A Place to Begin
A church building program is a spiritual ministry. Building to the glory of God is a religious act requiring as much
intelligence, devotion, Christian faith, and stewardship as
anything the church of Jesus Christ is ever called to do.
A building program deeply affects the entire life of a
congregation for years to come. Sometimes deep scars due
to clashes over personal desires remain to haunt and hurt
the Lord's work. Consequently the proper place to begin a
building program is with the congregation on its knees in
prayers of submission seeking the Lord's will and guidance.
Participating in such a program should be one of the
great thrills of Christian service. But satisfaction is to be
found in building according to the Lord's will, rather than
successfully pressuring acceptance of specifications that
meet personal preferences. Remember, the building will
be standing long after many members of the committee
have left. Build with others in mind.
Must Have Priority
Experience has proved it is difficult if not impossible
to develop an effective church program that can rise above
and go beyond its building. It is very important that the
church first determine its total program before it contacts
an architect and begins discussing design and style of
building. A good architect can build a beautiful building
to house the needed program. But he cannot determine
the local church's philosophy of Christian education. He
January 30, 1967

Bible school, graded worship, church library, provision for
the use of audio-visual aids in all rooms, church kindergarten or Christian day school, scouting and recreational
program, administrative offices for minister, director of
Christian education, secretary, storage space, etc.
Important Decisions
In some instances it would need to determine whether
to begin with a Christian education unit or with an auditorium; whether to remodel, add on another unit, or move
to another location; or even to leave the present building
as it is and take a nucleus into another part of the community and start a new congregation. In any event, prayerful, thorough planning of the total program of the church
needs to be accomplished first and then a master plan
designed for housing this program.
Final Admonition
Do build! Begin with prayer. Consider the lost souls
that will never be won if you don't provide more space.
Don't forget that building for our Lord is a spiritual ministry. Subject your wishes to His will. Remember that
many churches build a building and then attempt to put
a program in this new building. First study to determine
what your total church program should be. Plan a building that will house this program; then give your plans to an
architect that he may design and build this building. Then
use it to reach, teach, win, develop, and enlist the multitudes in service for Christ.
•
Reprint from KEY to Christian Education, printed by
Publishing. Used by permission.

Standard
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INDIA

About Balwa Church
Harvey Sider

—Dedicated June 26, 1966, with approximately 125 inside
the building and 50-75 outside. Average weekly attendance: 75.
—is one of the older Santal centers, dating from about 1952.
—one of the first converts converted his old dance house,
where also he had worshipped his false gods, into a
church—which was soon outgrown.
—for the last few years, with the group reaching upwards
of 75 and having no place large enough to accommodate
it for worship, the group was meeting out of doors. A
Part of Dedication Day crowd. Note the interest in
the printed Word, left foreground.

From the Christmas Mailbag

Balwa Church—to be finished with permanent mud walls
after the monsoon rains.

special effort was made therefore to build before the
monsoons. Temporary walls were put up; the supporting pillars and rafters for the roof are permanent. After
the rains mud walls about one foot to 18 inches thick
will be built. They should last about 30 years,
-in spite of some real difficulties, there has been steady
growth in this center. The largest single baptismal service
was in the spring of 1965, when 15 were baptized, some
from heathenism and a few second generation Christians.
Benjamin and Philip leading in dedication rites, part of
non-Christian overflow crowd seen through doorway.

SOME "FIRST'S" AT N I C A R A G U A October 9—first service in the new building. A full house
that night and every Friday night through to date of writing
(Nov. 16).
Nov. 2-4—first weekend evangelistic emphasis. Each night
well attended. A brother to a neighbour attended and renewed his faith; now he wants us to hold services in his
home (5 miles away) for his neighbours. Several children
also responded to the invitation. Others were revived.
Nov. 16—first prayer-meeting, with about forty in attendance. Thank the Lord for the testimonies and participation.
Coming for Christmas: Daughter Judy and husband—the
Bob Hamiltons.
Rev. James R. Hess, Mennonite missionary from Honduras
spent a day and night with us.
Howard and Pearl
Wolgemuth

Sunday School Work for the Bookstore Manager
Each Sunday morning Don transports a group of S. S.
teachers to and from Sunday School. While they are teaching,
he visits homes and invites people to come. Not long ago he
visited apartments in a newly built area about 300 yards
from Nguboyenja Church. The result: 36 children piled into
the Volkswagen Kombie to be taken to S. S.! One big attendance-booster has been the introduction of some new
and very attractive S. S. materials.
It has been heartwarming to see students give up their
vacation time to work with us in the towns. Praying with
them and for them as they visit homes, conduct evangelistic
services, and counsel with seekers has made us feel that the
work of a modern-day missionary is very rewarding.
Anna Ruth Xook, Rhodesia

"New Experiences, Challenges, Opportunities..."
W e watched nine Nepali Santals being baptized several
weeks before Christmas. We realized that for these people it
was not a safe thing to do, but we believe that God will
watch over them as they return to Nepal.
The days of Christmas touring with the Uraons and
Santals are days that make missionary work here seem more
rewarding than do days when we face difficult and knotty
problems. On the last day of the tour the group that I was
with had an excellent opportunity to witness to a fine
group of attentive non-Christians as the Christmas story was
told to them. The enthusiasm of the groups as they come
from the various centres to share in the all night singing
is hard to describe. Recently we have had two services in a
nearby Uraon village. These people have asked us to come
and tell them about Christ. What great opportunities!
Having finished our first year Hindi exams we are able
to communicate some but there is so much we can't say
that it does leave us rather frustrated at times.
John and Ethel Sider, India
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Blandburg Mission Reaches Out
Two ladies were converted in our last evangelistic meeting.
God has done a real work in their hearts for which we
are grateful. There lies before them a road of self-denial.
Pray for these ladies that the Lord will keep them His
very own.
Projects
COMPLETED-An outside bulletin board and church
name sign was erected this past fall.
PROVIDED F O R - T h e Antrim Daily Vacation Bible
School of Greencastle has sent money with which to buy
paint for the outside of our Church, but the paint is not
entirely applied as yet.
Community Outreach
Our Sunshine Bible Hour, which is held after school on
Wednesday from 3:30-4:30 P.M. needs your prayer support. Although our average attendance is around twelve,
there should be twice as many school children coming out.
A flannelgraph story is presented, songs are sung, and
crafts are engaged in during this period.
ABOVE ALL, PRAYER SUPPORT FOR REVIVAL AND
INROADS TO THE PEOPLE'S HEARTS IS NEEDED.
—Pastor William K. Berry

Echoes — New York City
As the first cool days of fall came, one of the oftrepeated questions by the young people of the Fellowship
Chapel area was, "When will the Center be open?"
One of the blessings of the youth work is that young
people want to come in to enjoy crafts, recreation and
spiritual leadership. Hosts of these young folk have no
place to go after school because both parents are working
or are just not wanted at home. Others, desiring to do
something constructive, come to the Center to work in the
wood-working shop. There have been approximately 100
different youth per week coming to our Center where the
youth leader has had opportunity to show them the kind
of Christian leadership and experience that would help
young fellows to desire this kind of life.
In August Charles Rife, Jr. and his wife Ruth moved to
Chicago to conduct a youth program there. On October 24
Luther Schwartz came to continue the work that has been
carried on here with the youth for the last number of years.
Mr. Schwartz comes from York, Pennsylvania, and,
like each youth leader before him, he comes with fear and
trembling. However, he comes confident that the Lord will
direct and give wisdom. He will appreciate your prayers
as he enters into this very challenging and interesting
program.

Junior Church at Fellowship Chapel
For quite some time we felt the need to have a Junior
Church since the Chapel was being filled quite regularly
with many of these being boys and girls. In the winter
of 1965 we started to make plans. The only possible location for a chapel was the recreation room in the youth
center. Soon this began taking on a. new look—a new
paint job, paneling, carpet, drapes, altar rail and pulpit.
January 30, 1967.

What joy to see the plans come to fruition, until at last
the little chapel was ready for the first service February
6, 1966. What a glorious experience! Our hopes and
aspirations were being fulfilled and there before our eyes
was a chapel full of excited children.
It is almost a year now that the children have had
their own worship services. The attendance is usually between 25 and 30 representing children ranging in age
from four to ten. They participate in devotions, special
singing and serve as ushers. A number of these children
have given their hearts to Christ after hearing a message
on their own level.
The children love to have their own services and occasionally, when we worship with the adults, they ask why
they don't go to their own chapel.
God is blessing and using this arm of the church and
the challenge to our hearts is great. Pray for each of us
as we minister to these precious young children.
—Esther Robinson

Need for a Return
A return to New Testament evangelism probably holds
the key to two of the Church's greatest concerns.
1) The only hope to fulfill the Great Commission. Jesus
gave a task to accomplish. He meant for it to be done or
He would never have given it. Yet year after year we get
further behind in fulfilling it. A renewed emphasis on
world evangelism and on the Holy Spirit's resources in
this, together with a return to the New Testament pattern
of evangelism, holds the key to fulfillment of the Great
Commission in this generation.
2) The only hope to revitalize the Church. Probably
no generation has talked and prayed about revival more
and seen less happen than our own. Many feel that disobedience to the Great Commission by the Church at
large and by individual Christians is a great part of the
reason and that a reformation at this point will bring
about the awakening we all long to see. Some, in fact, feel
that the next world-wide spiritual awakening will be
characterized by a return to the New Testament pattern
of evangelism—laymen house to house and in the streets
and lanes of the city telling the good news.
Church Extension Commission Messages, NAE, 1965

Mailbag Continued:
Acceleration a la Zambia.
"Zambia is trying to speed up developments, and our share
in this is to try to train annually for teaching, 200 Zambians
of ten years' schooling in one year's residence. In the second
year they go out to teach, but take work by correspondence
and come back at holiday time for a Refresher Course.
"Our pastorate [Livingstone] is becoming more meaningful
as time has a way of building friendships. Heather expressed
a growing feeling as we were driving through the city one
day: 'Oh, look, there are some of our friends.'
"Every phase of our lives is affected by politics . . .
We see no solution for deeply troubled Central Africa."
The Fretzes,
Livingstone
"We have a great challenge here in
Livingstone."
W e see the marks of indifference and enslavement to sin
and we feel powerless in ourselves. And we are powerless in
ourselves but shouldn't the life of Christ working in us bring
life to those whom our lives touch? There is Aaron who
started toward Christ but is not bearing the fruit of a changed
life; and Albert who no longer has a second wife but the
spirit of the world holds him a slave; or Samson who has
mixed up marriage relationships and Enoch who has sent
away his wife and taken another. Please pray that the power
of Christ working through our lives will bring life to these
and many others.
Fannie Longenecker,
Zambia
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Pastor's Page
T h e Preacher and Missions
Henry N. Miller
NLY A FEW minutes ago I was in contact by letter with
O
several brethren of the Midwest Conference regarding the present extension needs in our own region. A half

hour before that I was reading the last Newsletter from
the Missions office in Elizabethtown. This last Sunday
evening the adult group of our congregation was brought
up-to-date on portions of the 1966 Handbook of Missions.
In my study are monthly periodicals from several other
mission organizations, each having an exciting story to
tell, also. And in our community—as in every communitythere are persons, families, homes to be reached with a
simple, saving message of hope in Christ.
The facts briefly stated above are most likely the essential expression of every Brethren in Christ pastor. The
call of our work is Missions. A large part of our appeal
to the initiative of our people is Missions. There is no
other way! The Message of the Cross recently printed by
permission of Defender the following short column giving
seven proofs that to be a Christian one must believe in
foreign missions:
1. God had only one (begotten) Son, and He sent
that Son to a "foreign world" as a missionary.
2. The only history book in the New Testament (Acts)
is a missionary narrative from beginning to end.
3. Everyone of the 12 Apostles (except Judas) became
a foreign missionary. (The one who was not a missionary
was a traitor to Jesus.)
4. Every book in the New Testament was written by a
foreign missionary.
5. The last book in the New Testament (Revelation)
was addressed to seven churches, every one of which had
been established by a foreign missionary.
6. Christianity is the only religion that offers a Saviour
to sinners. If we do not take His gospel to the world, we
are responsible for the world being lost.
7. The Lord's last command was 'Go . . preach the
good news to the whole creation." We must either obey or
rebel. A rebel is. not a Christian.
These facts should sharply impress us and stir not
only the heads but also the hearts and the hands of our
congregations. The preacher has a number of direct and
practical means by which the compassion and the commission of Jesus may be made effective here and now.
When the preacher is concerned with missions his concern will then be proven in several ways:
LET THE PREACHER PRAY FOR MISSIONS. This
demands that he be informed. Evangelism's complexion
is a changing one; the next decade will likely produce an
even greater shift in methods for telling the Good News
than we have yet seen. Our own Visitor is a good place
to start, with five or six of its sixteen pages given to the
Brethren in Christ mission program. Good information
leads us to pray for specific people, specific needs.
LET THE PREACHER GIVE TO MISSIONS. The
few hundred of us will not be able, indeed are not expected to personally give all that is needed to meet the
missions budget, but we can do our share. Our people
need to know that we are sufficiently enthused about
(12)

world evangelism that we give liberally to this part of
Christ's cause. Such tithes and offerings by the Church's
leaders will stimulate the laymen to respond in similar
fashion.
LET THE PREACHER PREACH MISSIONS. Texts
for such preaching are found everywhere in the Word,
and in the life of the early Church. Illustrations flourish
in the bulk of Christian periodicals that come across our
desks. The furloughed missionary, in a single service, a
week-end conference, or a prolonged stay in his home
congregation gives an invaluable aid by quickening and
amplifying our message of missions.
LET THE PREACHER RECRUIT FOR MISSIONS.
Challenge your youth. Missionary stories, books, films,
speakers will be used of the Holy Spirit to penetrate the
clamor of the world's voices so that our youth can hear
His better call. Young people must know that the Gospel
outreach demands not only doctors, nurses, and teachers
(the Big Three of yesterday), but also linguists, printers,
writers, diplomats, engineers, stenographers, technicians,
pilots, electricians, agriculturalists, et al.
LET THE PREACHER PROMOTE MISSIONS. Some
of the organizations within the local congregation are
definitely missions oriented—more could be. The Missionary Prayer Circle for the ladies and the Junior Prayer
Band for the children are excellent beginning places. The
Men's Fellowship should be a missionary organization, and
the same thrust must be built into Pioneer Girls and
Brigade on the local level. Pastors must see to it that these
splendid opportunities for challenging young and old with
the import of missions are matched by prepared leadership, appropriate places for meetings, and the best possible
schedules in the church's calendar.
Zion, Kansas

s

MISSION — Continued from page eight
These people became involved in the pastorate, mission
work and other vocations.
At the annual meeting of the group sponsoring the
college an increasingly common complaint was heard.
Christian men and women were finding it very difficult to
win converts. Indeed, among college graduates, who were
by now a very large part of the population, it was almost
impossible. The problem was one of apathy rather than
outright rejection of the Gospel message. It seemed that
people were no longer interested.
The situation was summed up well by a community
leader when contacted by the local pastor.
"I did all my thinking about those things in college,
Rev. Smith. And when I was there no one ever suggested
that Jesus Christ was the answer to my needs. I guess
I'm too old and entrenched in habit to seriously consider
your brand of religion now."
This problem of apathy among the non-Christian community became so acute that the group began to decline
in numbers. Sad to say, after a few years of steadily eroding
membership the annual conference decided to dissolve
the fellowship.
In the closing moments of that sombre meeting a
thoughtful gentleman from among the delegates asked for
the floor. With deep emotion he offered the following
observation.
"Perhaps, brethren, in trying to prepare our young
people for service we unwittingly lost our most significant
opportunity. Perhaps we missed our greatest mission."
Evangelical Visitor

CHURCH NEWS

ticipation in the morning service. On Friday
evening, the teens are sponsoring their first
"Coffee House" evening, with guest musicians,
Messiah's Men. Many of the youth will join
in Toronto's Youth for Christ on Saturday evening. The final day of Youth Week, Sunday,
the 29th, will feature Messiah's Men singing
in the worship service, and it is hoped' that
each teenager will bring at least one guest
to the service.
CENTRAL

CONFERENCE

Bishop Ulery announces in the Central Star
the formation of a new congregation to be
known as Mt. Zion Brethren in Christ Church.
It is located near Marengo, Indiana. Isaac
Schmucker is pastor.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE

Left to right; Paul Kunkle, J. Wilbur Burkholder, Paul McBeth,
Leah Young, Merle Wingert, Monroe Byers
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Thirty teachers
of the
Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Sunday School were honored at the Scotland Community Center. Approximately 150 persons attended. Rev. Ralph
Wenger, Greencastle, was soloist, and Bishop
Charlie B. Byers spoke on "The Reward of
Dedication." Paul Kunkle, executive secretary
of the Franklin County Sunday School Association made presentations to members with 25
or more years of service in Sunday School
work: Monroe Byers, 41 years; Rev. Paul
McBeth, 39 years; J. Wilbur Burkholder, 37
years; Merle Wingert, 35 years; and Leah
Young, 29 years.
Recently returned after spending two years
in Algeria under MCC, John Bert, Jr., showed
slides of his work during Christ's Crusaders
Hour to his home congregation, South Mountain Chapel, Penna.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
A group of Speedwell Heights, Penna., Sunday School pupils presented their Christmas
play to the appreciative guests of the nearby
Pleasant View Rest Home, early in January.
The play, "The Miracle of Christmas" was
first given to their own congregation, December 23.
The Christ's Crusaders of Elizabethtown
congregation, Penna., enjoyed a Christmas retreat, December 26-28, at Camp Snyder,
Marticville, Penna.
Alden Long, Professor of Biblical Literature,
Messiah College, spoke to the Christian Workers of Palmyra congregation, Penna., on "How
to Study the Bible." The same evening he
ministered to the congregation in the evening
worship service.
A musical group, "Gospel Variations," presented a program in the Christ's Crusaders
Hour of the Cross Roads congregation, Penna.,
January 15.
Elam Stauffer, veteran missionary to Africa,
spoke in the December W M P C meeting of
the Mastersonville congregation, Pa. In a
recent missionary conference the congregation
heard speakers Doyle Book, Esther Book, Eva
Mae Peters, and George and Rachel Kibler.
Evangelist Orion Rhodes served the congregation in a week of revival services.
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Four young men of the Hollowell congregation, Pa., were baptized in a recent Wednesday evening service, and the following Sunday
morning, five persons united with the church.
A communion service was held that evening.
The Clarence Center, New York, and
Sherkston, Ontario, Brethren in Christ churches will be leading services of worship at the
Buffalo City Mission once a month during
1967.
Just before returning to Rhodesia for their
third term of missionary work Ira and Miriam
Stern shared in worship January 15 with
Ira's home congregation, Cedar Springs, Penna.
Bishop Byers reports in the Allegheny Echo
that Delmas Hock was installed as pastor of
Pleasant Valley congregation, Penna., January
1.
CANADIAN CONFERENCE
In their Watch-night service, the Rosebank
congregation, Ontario, heard guest speaker,
Rev. C. Barry, pastor of the United Missionary
Church, New Dundee. Musical groups participating were the Sydenham Gospel Trio,
the Andrew McNiven family, and local talent.
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga was guest speaker for
Bible Conference, December 15-18.
In the interest of Gospel Recordings, who
have recorded the Gospel in over 3,000 dialects, Mr. Starling of South Africa spoke to
the Sherkston congregation, Ontario, January
15.
The annual Christmas program of the
Puslinch Sunday School, Ontario, was held
December 18. Junior classes presented songs,
recitations and skits; teens and adults combined to present a nativity play. Gifts were
given to the children; four students received
Bibles.
Fordwich congregation, Ontario, appreciated
the ministry of Evangelist Richard Jackson in
revival services in December. Reports of
varied mission activities of the Brethren in
Christ have also been a means of blessing
to the congregation this year.
Youth Week will be observed at Bridlewood
church, Ontario, January 22-29. Part of the
activities for January 22 include youth par-

Paul Hill, superintendent of Brethren in
Christ Mission, New York City, was guest
speaker for the Zion congregation, Kansas, on
Christmas evening.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Redwood Country Church, Grants Pass,
Oregon, held a week of revival services in
November with Rev. and Mrs. Ronald Lofthouse, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, as guest
speakers. The ministry and counselling of the
Lofthouses were much appreciated. Splendid
interest of the entire community was evident,
and there was a fine response to the messages.
Besides local congregational activities, there
were contacts with other Christian groups in
the community. William Lewis pastors the
Redwood congregation. Enroute to Grants
Pass, the Lofthouses visited the family of
Pastor Art Cooper of the Labish congregation,
Salem.
The Upland congregation, California, held a
Stewardship Dinner, January 4, attended by
170 adults. The program included broadening
the use of the offering envelope, a quarterly
report to each contributor, review of the
Upland College needs, and the total budget
program for the congregation. The Finance
Committee recommended a budget of $112,000. for the coming year. Approximately
$20,000 was projected for the Upland College fund; $25,000 is scheduled for Missions
and other church agencies; $21,000 is listed
for retirement of indebtedness on the Church
Building Fund.
The WMPC of Open Bible Community
Church, Sunnymead, California, sponsored
several Christmas projects. Gift packages were
made for hospitalized elderly folks, containing useful small items and reading material
with a spiritual emphasis. At their annual
Christmas party, each person brought a gift
of money for missionary Harriet Trautwein.
The young people of the congregation caroled
in the community, then returned to the parsonage for refreshments and gift exchange.
The annual Christmas program of music and
recitations was climaxed by a nativity scene,
urging those attending to consider what they
could give to Christ. Eldon Wingerd is pastor.
The Chino congregation, California, recently
organized Christian Service Brigade and
Pioneer Girls. T h e CSB Battalion was begun
first and was well received. Pioneer Girls
Pilgrims and CSB Stockade began meeting
in November. Nearly 40 boys and girls are
enrolled in these three groups which have
already begun to reach new families in the
community.
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REVIVAL SERVICES
Don Shafer at Lancaster, Penna., February
12-19; Albert Engle at Antrim, Penna., February 19-March 5; Robert J. Rolston at Sherkston, Ontario, February 24-March 5; Henry
Heisey at Mt. Pleasant, Penna., March 12-26.

BMk4
BERT—Melanie Kay, born December 20,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Mark Bert, South
Mountain Chapel congregation, Penna.
BOYER—Tina Marie, born December 17,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. John Boyer, Pretoria
congregation, Hollsopple, Penna.
CRONK-David Paul, born July 17, 1966, to
Mr. and Mrs. Hazen Cronk, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.
FORREST—Paul Douglas, born November 3,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. J. Wesley Forrest,
Puslinch congregation, Ontario.
GSELL—Lori Jean, b o m December 18, 1966,
to Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gsell, Hollowell congregation, Penna.
HERMON—Tammy Lynne, born October 20,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hermon, Refton
congregation, Penna.
HOUSSER—Steven Joseph, born August 15,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Laverne Housser, Fordwich congregation, Ontario.
JACOBS—Stephen Lawton, born November
9, 1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Jacobs, Iron
Springs congregation, Penna.
LOFTHOUSE—Lisa Joy, born September 25,
1965, adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Lofthouse, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.
MCCOMBS—Sharon Faye, born July 18, 1965,
adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman
McCombs, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.
SLESSMAN—Dawn Renee, born December 27,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Slessman, Nappanee congregation, Indiana.
STAUBS—Harry William, born December 20,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Staubs, Iron
Springs congregation, Penna.
STEAGER—Gwendolyn Dawn, born December
22, 1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Steager,
Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa.

KELLY-HIGGINS—Miss Maureen E. Higgins,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Higgins,
Toronto, Ontario, and Dr. Alvin G. Kelly, son
of Mrs. Marian Kelly and the late Mr. George
Kelly, Gormley, Ontario, were united in marriage October 1, 1966. The marriage was performed in the Calvary Associated Gospel
Church, Toronto, Ontario, by Rev. Donald
Evans.
STEMPFLEY-GINGERICH — Miss
Elizabeth
Gingerich, Dundee, Ohio, and Mr. Robert
Stempfley, Massillon, Ohio, were united in
marriage December 17, 1966, at the Walnut
Creek Mennonite Church. The ceremony was
performed by Bishop Paul R. Miller, assisted
by .Rev. Marion Berg.
WRIGHT-PATRICK—Miss Carole Patrick, Hummelstown, Penna., and Mr. Francis Wright,
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Middletown, Penna., were united in marriage
November 20, 1966, in the Skyline View
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor John Arthur
Brubaker, officiating.

06&Ma/mi
CLOUSE—Charles Edgar Clouse was born in
Marshall County, near Nappanee, Indiana,
June 28, 1891, and passed away December 15,
1966. H e was converted as a young man
under the ministry of the late Willie J. Myers
and united with the Brethren in Christ
Church. H e served on the Publication Board
of the denomination for many years and was
treasurer of the Village Church for thirty-five
years. He was a writer of hymns, several of
which are in the hymnal, "Spiritual Songs
and Hymns," and one in the new hymnal,
"Hymns for Worship."
He married Hazel Stump, and in 1963 they
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.
Besides his wife, he is survived by a son:
LaMar, Nappanee; two daughters: Mrs. Vera
Beachy, Souderton, Penna., and Frieda, at
home. Four grandchildren also survive.
Funeral services were held in the Village
Church, near Nappanee, by Pastor Warren
Sherman. Interment was in South Union
Cemetery.
HAAS—Emanuel Casper Haas was born in
Osage City, Kansas, August 24, 1897. H e
passed away December 1, 1966, near L e b anon, Pennsylvania. He accepted Christ as his
Saviour at the age of nine and was baptized
and united with the Brethren in Christ Church
during his teens. He was married to Rhoda
Wolgemuth in 1921.
He is survived by his wife, six sons: Wilmer
San Jose, Calif.; Eugene, Dublin, Ohio; Paul,
San Diego, Calif.; Jay, Orange, Calif.; Ray,
Buena Park, Calif.; Lynn, Columbus, Ohio;
and three daughters: Mrs. Lois Meily, Lebanon, Penna.; Mrs. Rhoda Stutzman, Concord,
Calif.; and Mrs. Darlene Wells, Middletown,
Conn.
Funeral services were held in the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church in charge of his
pastor, David Climenhaga, assisted by Rev.
LeRoy
Walters.
Interment
was
in
the
Grantham Memorial Park.
KETTERMAN—Jessie Belle Frey was born
November 6, 1882, near Abilene, Kansas, and
passed away December 26, 1966. In 1905 she
was united in marriage to Samuel Monroe
Ketterman who preceded her in death. As
a young woman, she joined the Brethren in
Christ church.
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs.
Kenneth Cavender, Abilene, and Mrs. S.
Donald
Hershey,
Cleveland,
Ohio;
Two
brothers, five grandchildren and four greatgrandsons also survive.
Funeral services were held at the Danner
Funeral Home, Abilene, with Pastor Glenn
A. Hensel officiating. Burial was in the Union
Cemetery.
SIDER—Ada Viola Ricker was born September 22, 1883, and died December 30, 1966,
in the Memorial Hospital, Dunnville, Ontario.
In 1921 she married Rev. Jesse Sider who
preceded her in death. She thus became stepmother to four small children.
She was converted at the age of twentythree, was baptized and united with the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by three stepsons: Lewis,
Grantham, Penna.; Murray, Harrison, Ontario;
and Elmer, Upland, California; and one stepdaughter: Grace, Upland, California.

Funeral services were conducted in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with
Pastor Edward Gilmore officiating, assisted
by Bishop E. J. Swalm. Interment was in the
Maple Lawn Cemetery.

WewsftmtA
Britain's Top Catholic Theologian
Leaves The Church
"I do not think that the claim the church
makes as an institution rests upon any adequate Biblical and historical basis. I don't
believe that the church is absolute, and I
don't believe any more in papal infallibility.
There is concern for authority at the expense
of truth, as I am constantly shown by instances of the damage to persons by the workings of an impersonal and unfree system."
With these, and thousands of other words,
the Rev. Charles Davis at 43 left the church
he had served for 20 years as a priest.
Shocked and dumfounded, Roman Catholics in Great Britain were at a loss to explain
the actions of a man many considered to be
England's top theologian.
To add to the consternation of his associates,
Father Davis announced that h e would be
married to an American Catholic, Florence
Henderson, 36, of Farmingdale, N. Y. She
too plans to leave the church.
His announcement touched off a welter of
shock comment in both the lay and religious
press, which still continues.
Aussie Says U. S. Churches
Indifferent on Race, Poverty
An Australian Methodist clergyman, just returned from two years in the United States,
said American church life was marked by an
indifference to poverty and to racial segregation.
The Rev. Dudley Hyde told a congregation at the Central Methodist Mission that
white churchmen "are ignoring racial problems, sitting pat and saying they don't matter.
Unfortunately, it's still true that the most
segregated hour in America is Sunday morning
at 11:00."
Mr. Hyde charged that the church in the
U.S. is increasingly out of touch with the
realities of life, even though 60 per cent of
the American people are churchgoers.
Romney: 'The Country Needs
A Rebirth of Faith'
Michigan's Governor George Romney, a
leading GOP possibility for the presidential
nomination, says that despite what
the
"sophisticated" or "cynical" may say in criticism, he is going to continue to speak out on
religion.
"The country needs a rebirth of faith," he
said in a recent interview with Godfrey
Sperling Jr., of the Christian Science Monitor.
Romney declared "this country would not
be as unique as it is—politically, economically,
and socially-if it weren't for the fact that the
Declaration of Independence is essentially a
religious document."
The politician contended that "our whole
concept of government by consent is premised
on this religious concept of the individual as
a child of God," and stressed the need for
each American to develop "two things of
eternal value: character and intelligence" by
obeying God's commandments "as h e understands them" and by supporting a government
based on law rather than man . . ."
Plan Reproduction of Hebrew Classics
A "rescue operation" for Jewish classics
which are sick with yellowed pages and
brittle paper is underway here to save master-
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pieces of Hebrew literature from threatened
extinction.
B'nai B'rith spokesmen said the organization
would produce limited editions of great Jewish works of the 18th and 19th centuries that
might otherwise be lost to posterity.
The books to be reproduced, according to
United Press, are Jewish classics of a period
known as the Haskalah.
13-Week TV Series Set By
Episcopal Foundation
"One Reach One" is the title of a 13-week
series of half-hour television filmed programs
now being produced in Atlanta by the Parish
of the Air of the Episcopal Radio and TV
Foundation.
According to Mrs. Caroline Rakestraw, executive director of the Parish of the Air, the
series is designed "to help reverse what most
observers would agree is a trend toward deterioration of the moral and spiritual fiber
of the American people."
The series will use dramatic and documentary techniques to explore such subjects
as man's search for meaning in contemporary
secular life, alcoholism, present-day problems
of marriage and family life, youth, current
attitudes toward sex, and "sharp" business
practices.
Cigarette Sales Reach New High
A record high in sales of cigarettes was
reached in 1966 and predictions from the
Agriculture Department in Washington, D. C.
indicate that sales in '67 will climb still higher.
Despite government warnings that smoking
is a health hazard, American smokers, including servicemen overseas, lit an estimated 542
billion cigarettes in 1966—up some 2.5 per
cent from the 529 billion smoked in 1965.
A Film Review— "A Time for Burning"
Martin Rock
Peace Section Administrative
Assistant
The new Lutheran movie, "A Time for
Burning," was shown on most stations of the
National Educational Television network in
autumn, 1966. The film is a powerful portrait of the American conscience struggling
with the tensions created by the revolution
in race relationships.
"A Time for Burning" is an actual drama
of real people caught in the conflict between
doubt and conviction, and the tension between
conviction and the price it often demands.
The people in the film are members of Omaha's Augustana Lutheran Church, an all-white
middle-class congregation, and members of the
city's Negro ghetto. The center of the film's
story is the effort of the white pastor to build
a bridge of understanding between the two
churches and races. H e was eventually asked
to leave.
The "A Time for Burning" film employs
a technique called "cinema verite"—film truth
—which means the events of the story were
photographed as they actually occurred, with
the knowledge and consent of the participants,
but without a predetermined script. No professional actors were employed.
Brethren in Christ Youth Wins
Peace Oratorical Contest.
As Premier Robarts of Canada appointed
five new and younger members to his Cabinet,
the delegates attending the third annual meeting of Mennonite Central Committee (Ontario) in November voted to have each congregation send at least one youth delegate
to annual meeting.
While the new ruling doesn't go into effect
until next year, many young people were
already present this year to hear five of their
number compete in the Peace Oratorical Contest.
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Executive Director Dan Zehr suggested
that all the provincial MCC's conduct similar
contests and that all send their winners to the
annual meeting of MCC (Canada) there to
repeat the event on a national basis.
The 1966 Ontario Choice Harry Nigh will
already be a guest at the 1967 MCC (Canada)
meeting to deliver his prize-winning oration,
"Our Fathers' Zeal." His father, Ross Nigh, is
a Brethren in Christ pastor at Stevensville, and
the new vice-chairman of MCC (Ontario).
The Children of Vietnam
Most affected by the present upheaval in
Vietnam are the children. More than 47
per cent of the population is under 16 years
of age.
Reports from the field describe the dramatic
lack of attention in all areas of service affecting children—schooling, medical programs, vocational training, family counselling, orphanage
care, foster care, etc.
The long war is seriously undermining the
social structures of the Vietnamese people.
The family unit especially is suffering. Millions of Vietnamese children under 21 have
never known what it is to live in peace, and
have been, and are, being raised without
the presence of a father. The fathers of these
unfortunate ones are, of course, dead or fighting the war. This places an enormous responsibility on the mothers, who must not
only raise the average family of five children,
but also provide for them.
In many instances the children are separated
from their parents or abandoned, and they
drift into provincial towns or Saigon. Here
they exist in packs or on their own. The peer
group thus takes the place of the family.
There are numerous orphanages in Vietnam.
Field reports place the orphanage population
at over 15,000 and it is growing rapidly. The
care and facilities range from poor to good.
One observer has stated that "there are
bound to be long range effects upon the future adult population resulting from this defamilization and de-personalization of the lives
of their children." There is already an increase
in juvenile delinquency, and the suicide rate
among teenagers is also rising.
Another problem is the racially mixed child.
The number of American-Asian children in
Vietnam is already estimated to be very large.
These youngsters are generally rejected by
the Vietnamese society and frequently abandoned. Both a program of in-country foster
care and an American adoption program must
be worked out for them.
The war is also causing tragic physical
suffering and psychological damage among the
children. A doctor there says that he treats
one soldier to every ten children.
The Mennonite Central Committee provides
assistance to the children of Vietnam through
Vietnam Christian Service, which emphasizes
comprehensive projects that usually include
aid to children. The following are a few
examples:
*Medical services are provided at the hospital and clinics at Nhatrang and Pleiku.
*The team at Quang Ngai has started distributing milk to school children. It also provides recreational leadership and does public
health work.
*At Di Linh the volunteers are attempting
to assist in the social welfare and public health
needs of the Montagnard refugees.
*In Saigon a community service center has
been opened. It includes a children's day care
program and public health work. A second
such center will likely b e opened in the city
in 1967. A feeding program in Saigon provides
lunches to 32,000 children on school days.
"During 1967 MCC hopes to begin a
Family-Child Assistance sponsorship program

in Vietnam. One hundred children will be
given the opportunity to stay with their
families and get an education.
Hostetler Reviews Large 1966
Material Aid Program
The material aid program of the Mennonite
Central Committee for 1966 reached nearly
1,000,000 pounds, the largest in a decade,
passing the 1965 total by more than 100,000
pounds, reports John Hostetler, material aid
director.
Over 46,000 Christmas bundles were contributed, processed, and shipped to 17 different countries. This brings to 587,191 the
total number of bundles received since its
beginning in 1946.
The total number of layette bundles for the
year amounted to over 19,500, an increase of
1,333 bundles over the 1965 total.
Thousands of pounds of canned meats,
canned and dried fruits, vegetables, and grain
products were shipped to needy areas around
the world where MCC administers distribution.
In 1966 MCC also shipped 88,000 pounds
of medicines and drugs, an increase of 20,000
pounds. Much of this was obtained through
Interchurch Medical Assistance, Inc., where
each contributed dollar purchases supplies
valued at more than $85.
Other material aid goods shipped included
shoes, bedding, towels, yard goods, soap,
school supplies, health kits, s swing machines,
and on one occasion agricultural equipment.
Community Leaders Pledge Support
The rebuilding of the partially destroyed
Nanih Waiya Mennonite Church, near Philadelphia, Miss., the victim of a bombing incident for the third time, has begun.
Nevin Bender, pastor of the church, reports
that blocklaying on the damaged portion of
the building was to begin Jan. 2 or 3.
One wing of the " L " shaped structure was
destroyed in the Dec. 23 bombing, while the
other section was less severely damaged. The
earlier bombing incidents occurred Sept. 19,
1964, and Feb. 19, 1966.
The Neshoba Democrat, the weekly Philadelphia newspaper, reported Dec. 29 that
federal, state, and local officials were investigating the bombing, but apparently had not
found any clues as to who was responsible for
the incident or a possible motive.
The Neshoba County paper also reported
that a group of local community leaders were
sponsoring a fund-raising drive to restore the
church. A statement issued by the group said:
"It is our sincere belief that we have in our
community true evidence of purest Christian
principles. We refer to the missionary work
being carried on by the Mennonite church in
northeast Neshoba County, and in surrounding
counties.
"Our investigation into this cause has shown
nothing but selfless sacrifice and devotion on
the part of the missionaries involved in this
labor of love. There is also much evidence
that they are having considerable success with
their congregation in their search for true
spiritual progress.
"For some reason beyond human comprehension, this little church has been destroyed
for the third time; not once or twice, but
three times.
"Friday night, while the Choctaw youth
were out singing Christmas carols, their church
was victimized by a bomb. This has to be
madness beyond comprehension.
"It is the hope of our committee to give the
citizens of Neshoba and surrounding counties
a means of registering a protest against such
wanton brutality, and at the same time serve
as a means to make a concrete expression in
favor of these Christian people . . ."
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A Study Conference
Five Brethren in Christ Church leaders joined with
other representative groups of MCC in a study concerning
national involvements in Vietnam and elsewhere. Sessions
were held in the Protestant Church Center, Minneapolis,
December 2-4, 1966. Following are certain guidelines
coming from the Conference relating not only to Vietnam,
but to other situations of national and international conflict.
Basic Principles
We recognize that our ultimate hope lies not in human
endeavors but in God's action.
We recognize the Christian obligation to call men to
repentance and to reconciliation with God and their fellowmen. We furthermore accept the premise that our Christian
responsibility includes an obligation to witness to the state.
We recognize that governments do not exist by acceptance of the rule of Christ, and that God's way with the
nations may be beyond our understanding. But our emphasis on one morality reflects our conviction that the
Christ who is the way of salvation, is at the same time the
norm under whose judgment all men stand. Although the
world and the state fall below this norm, all nevertheless
stand under its judgment.
We believe that we are called, not to resist evil with
evil, but to overcome evil with good. We believe that the
message of peace and reconciliation is an integral part of
the Gospel and should be communicated as a Christian
conviction applicable to all relationships. We recognize
with regret that our practice as Christians has not always
been consistent with this understanding.
Our witness to government should be preceded by a
witness within our own circles and should grow out of a
commitment in the brotherhood that at least begins to
demonstrate the way we are urging on others.
We believe that we should witness to the total Christian
community, calling all Christians to the nonresistant way
of the Cross, and to a fuller understanding of God's righteousness as it applies in situations of oppression and injustice.
In speaking to governments, we should commend them
for seeking to maintain just order, to improve the economic
welfare, and to remove the social inequities among the
citizens. In view of the continuing social and economic
injustices within the nations and the growing disparity of
wealth and income between the rich and the poor nations,
we need to be aware of the fact that powerful nations
frequently support exploitative governments. These are
governments which maintain inequitable political institutions and social structures by continuing the status quo in
situations of injustice, thus helping to frustrate the legitimate aspirations of oppressed peoples.
Inasmuch as the Church is called to a ministry of
reconciliation and healing, and to a witness to righteousness
and justice, we believe that we should address ourselves to
the problems of injustice and other forms of evil in actions
of government. Since in a democratic society the actions
of government are often represented as those of all citizens,
we need to disavow those acts which are out of harmony
with the righteousness and justice for which all men will
be held accountable to God.
In order to be effective and consistent in our witness, it
behooves us to seek earnestly the guidance of the Holy
Spirit as we endeavor to be redemptive in our dealings with
fellowmen and governments.
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Expressions of Concern
In view of these convictions, we suggest that the following expressions of concern be carefully considered:
A. The tragedy of human suffering in both North and
South Vietnam should compel us to witness against the
violence and injustice there. We express our profound
sorrow and concern for the welfare of our fellowmen in
those nations. To them, as people for whom Christ died,
we seek to offer spiritual and physical aid. Following the
Biblical command to love and feed even our enemies, we
must continue to pursue ways and means of ministering to
the suffering people of all Vietnam.
B. While remaining sensitive to the suffering of the
peoples in North and South Vietnam it is imperative that
we also seek to understand the underlying causes of tension
in other parts of the world—both within individual countries
and between nation states. Through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit we must seek to ascertain the will of God for
us as we attempt to meet the problems thus created.
C. Since government is ordained of God, we accept
our responsibility to pray for our own rulers, as well as the
rulers of all lands, that the will of God might be more fully
done on earth.
D. We should encourage continuing examination of
our relationship to a world in tension. Ways of deliberation
at the congregational, denominational, and interdenominational levels should be organized so that we may gain
understanding of the conditions which give rise to explosive
and revolutionary situations in our own and other countries,
and thus be prepared to respond in a Christ-like manner to
conflict situations that may arise.
Guidelines for Witnessing to Government
It is our conviction that a witness should be given:
A. When there is a conviction that the Spirit of Christ
is moving us to speak.
B. When the issue involves the particular interests
which distinguish Mennonite faith.
C. When it is a vital current issue.
D. When it is important enough to use our limited resources of time, money, and personnel.
E. When there is a group gathered who share a concern.
We need seriously to consider the obligation for giving
such a witness out of faithfulness to Christ:
A. Even though it may appear that it will have no effect.
B. Even though it may be misunderstood or misinterpreted.
C. Even when there may not be complete argreement
on the problem.
D. In spite of the fact that there is danger involved in
giving the witness.
Confession and Call for Acts of Repentance
We recognize that we are deeply involved in the life
of our nations and that we have materially benefited from
many of the actions of our countries which we disavow.
We confess that we are frequently insensitive to the sufferings of persons of different races, nationalities, and
creeds. We ask God's forgiveness for our past failures to
be faithful and consistent in our witness to God's righteousness and justice. In repentance we invite our congregations
to join us in finding ways to express in both word and deed
the meaning of God's love for men in our time.

